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UNrrED STATE- ENVIRONIII!NTAL PROTECTION AG!NCY. 

'WASHfNGiON, D.C. 204a0 

APR I 2 2001 

Ms. Betty L. Serian 
Deputy Secreta~)' for Safety Administration 

Permsylvmia Department of Transportation 
1101 SoUth Front Street ·. 
Harrisburg, Pamaylvania 171~ 

Deat M.s. Serian: 

Thank you for your lettdr of April 9, 2001, providing ua with infO!DI&tion on ,aur 

. auto emis&ioa ill&pection acceltration sbnulation mode {ASM) propam and an upcfate 

on the stat'QS of the litigation rcprmns the application of final cutpoints in the 

Philadelphia area. program. · 

As you may lcnOw, earl~ lutyear the Bnviromnental Protection Aaency (EPA) 

used existing data from previous EPA and state &uded ltluties to glllerata a draft partial 

set at altemative ASM cu1poin' which appear to lower 1he level of false faiture.. These 

cutpointl were then applied to ASM fielcl data provicled. by Pozmsylvania ad Georgia to 

estimate what the overall fai1uro rate would be if these new altemative cq,oints wert 

implemented. Since that time, t,dditioDal ASM data from the Califomia Air Resources 

Board hu been brought to our attemion that should be included in the aalysia. All of 

this research must be verified with additional data which will be collectccl under contract. 

At that time, BP A will issue~ guidance to atates implomeutfng new outpoints. This 

detailed retearch, and a complete and thorough analysis, are vi~ important to avoid 

potemial !aJse failures, especially in alder vehicles.. . 

We applaud Pasyl~a for beailmina the implemetatioD of:fbull cut;pOintS for 

1996 and newer vehicle• utilizing ASM testing Clq\Jipment earlier this year. Aa I am sun 

your da1a mows, there baa~ mimma1 im.PMt an failure rates for tbae vebieles and 

therefore tho propem's overall ltaillft tate. Da1a thus far shows DO reason why the · 

Cominonwoalth sbould not continue to employ these cutpoints for these vehicles . 

. At this time, BP A strongly advisee Pezmsylvania DGt to implement the exiadq 

· tiul cutpoints for 1995 and old,er vehicles un1i1 our research is complete ami final 

1\l'idance is issued. Wo want d'ec:tive vehicle emisaion testing programs tbat employ 

testblg protocols which are bed ccmsistcnt with tho best available mearcb 1114 

~&Y aDd with the intent 'f the atate implemeatadoll p]m•s (SJP) reqabemems fbr 

inspection IJ1cl maintenance (JIM) programs. ODce the filial pidance far ASM cutpob1ta 
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is issued. BP A Region m stan4s reidy to usist you au4 the Pennsylvania DEP in makjng 
the necesaary changes to your SIP as expeditiously as possible to reflect the .appropriate 
final cutpOints. 

It is important to note tllat these alternative ASM cu1p0fms are not expected to 
provide fUrther emissions ~ons beyond what we expect from implementation of the 
cxistin& BP A final cutpoims, "published in our July 2000 guidaAce. While it i• 
conceivable that avoiding fals~:~~ will prevent inappropriate repair work on "clean" 
vehiclos, it is not possible to ~~ what these benefits may be. Therefore, we believe 
the credit for the ASM test us~ the new altmuative cutpoints will be the same as it 
would. be for the ASM teet uabU the existing 'final cutpoinu fmm our July 2000 
guidance. 

I hope this mfonnation ~~usefUl as you move forward with l'emmylvarla's VM 
program. I fUlly appreciate th~'hard work you and the teams 1Tom Tramsportation and 
Bnviromnentalllesourcel havej'done both iD implementing and managing the . 
PetmSYlvania program for. the ~ut four years. If you have additional questicms regarding 
thi1 matter, please do not hesi~ to contact Lee Cook of my staff at (734) 214-4820 or · 
Marcia SpiDk in Region mat (~lS) 814-2104. 

Sincerely, 

·1 ,.---~ . . , /!)~,. 1- ~ 
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Mar sirigotis Oge 
I Director 

Oflice~fTransporta.tian and Air Quality 


